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Tree diseases: 
combating misinformation in a rapidly changing world



Urban Forestry 
is different from traditional Forestry

Every single tree is an entity to protect

Trees, native or exotic, 
are grown in a exotic environment (mainly due to soil features)

Their susceptibility to stressors is very high (i.e. frequent pruning)

Urban trees need urban trees’ pathologists



Biosecurity: 4 possible scenarios

Native parasites vs. Native plants

Exotic parasites vs. Native plants

Native parasites vs. Exotic plants

Exotic parasites vs. Exotic plants

Not difficult to manage

Very difficult to manage

Rather difficult to manage

A mess !

So, once more:
Urban trees need urban trees’ pathologists



Without a science-based approach
the word «Biosecurity» risks to be become just a trendy word.

Do we have the right instruments? Yes!
Diagnosis through a science-based approach (i.e. EPPO Standards)

Survey and Monitoring
Technical support and legislation

Eradication and Containment measures

Can we improve them? Yes!

A Prompt and Correct identification and diagnosis
is the first and fundamental point, 

from which all the other ones derive.



Too often reports and diagnosis from willing volunteers
(“Social Science”) are based on apparently-true, plausible, 

convincing, but misleading information 
available on the Internet
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Do you think it’s
Hymenoschiphus on 

Ash?

Let me check …
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https://quellidellassistenza.blogspot.com/2017/05/non-mi-freghi.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://www.juku.it/vmware-vsan-just-around-corner-revolution/punti-di-domanda-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Yes, it is!
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https://www.abruzzo24ore.tv/news/Terremoto-medaglia-d-oro-al-merito-civile-alla-Protezione-Civile/89749.htm
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But this is not
Hymenoschiphus. 

It’s Diplodia fraxini

Very similar external
symptoms, but
different parasites= 
different diseases



Ceratocystis platani
(Canker stain)

Reported in Europe in  1972, Quarantine status in the EU. 
Without natural vector, it’s still spreading. 

Why?
Wrong diagnosis? Management? 

http://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/12143



Visual assessment can be misleading, but
diagnosis is very easy.



Wikipedia.org, until 2021



Still in the Swedish page (29th May 2024)



March 2018: international meeting



Wikipedia.org (29th May, 2024)



Wikipedia.org. Page in Greek (29th May, 2024)



Wikipedia.org. Page in Italian (29th May, 2024)



Too often
Everybody

can say
Everything.

With no control.



«Plant pathologist» 
«Entomologist»

«Botanist»
«Ecologist»

but also
«Olympic swimmer», «Chef», «Horseshoer»

are Professions that cannot be learned from Internet.



Scientists and technicians should promptly share 
knowledge, strategies, successes and failures



Increasing «physical», real meetings at local level, 
workshop, labs ...



We have a collective responsability on trees’ health.

There’s a need for ONE, single, updated and multilingual source of information, 

Certified by a super-partes body (FAO, EU, EPPO, EFSA, ...), 

Mainly intended for people involved in “social science” surveys.

www.gradjanske.org
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